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The aim of this course is to give students practice in speaking and listening and in doing so raise their
confidence and understanding. The course will attempt to find a balance between accuracy and fluency by examining grammar

and vocabulary in different contexts and then using English in these contexts in the classroom as much as possible (in a shop,
talking with friends, on the phone etc).

Classes will include various authentic speaking and listening activities. Students will work in groups and pairs,
using the language in different communicative contexts.

Students will learn the relationships between language and context and the ways in which language relates to
the situations in which it is used.
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Introductions and getting to know you.
Meeting people — questions and negatives, possessive ‘s, Family, Opposites, in a cafe
The world of work — present simple, jobs, what time is it?
Taking it easy — present simple, leisure activities, social expressions
Where do you live? — prepositions, quantifiers, furniture, directions
Can you . . . — words that sound the same
Then and now — regular and irregular verbs, silent letters, special occassions
How long ago? — past simple, negatives, dates
Likes and dislikes — count and noncount nouns, foods, polite requests
Comparatives and superlatives — adjectives, comparisons
Looking good — present continuous, clothes, in a shop
Making suggestions — future tense, infinitive of purpose
Describing feelings — question forms, adverbs and adjectives, catching a train
Have you ever? — present perfect, at the airport
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Firsthand 1

Classwork: 20%

Periodic speaking and listening unit tests: 40%
Final listening test: 20%

Final interview test: 20%




