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Issuel *“ Look ahead with purpose “
April 20, 2020

Greetings everyone! This is Shigeru Kohno, President of Nagasaki University.
Congratulations on entering Nagasaki University and on making a successful step up in
your academic endeavors! Despite the unique challenges presented by studying under a
state-of-emergency declaration, becoming a university student is a great achievement

and you should take great pride in it.

It 1s a great honor to welcome freshmen to Nagasaki University, and to hail you as the
newest crew-members of the Great Ship Nagasaki University. I encourage all upper-level
matriculating students to offer friendly guidance to your newly-arrived fellow students.

All aboard and let’s venture forth together toward the bright, blue horizon of your future!

As you know, due to the unprecedented challenges posed by the novel coronavirus, it was
unfortunately necessary to cancel our usual entrance ceremony in order to prevent the
spread of infection. Because of this I was regrettably unable to meet and address each of
you face-to-face. I want to express my deep appreciation for your cooperation in
studying at home to avoid the “three c¢’s” of the virus (closed spaces, crowds, and close

contact).

To continue to prevent this spread, I must ask for your continued cooperation on one
more point. While I know that this is normally an enjoyable time of welcome parties for
departments and club activities, these activities should be cancelled to avoid the three
c’s. If an infectious cluster outbreak were to occur, the entire university would have to
shut down. Under the current state-of-emergency declaration, going to other areas,
where infectious outbreaks have occurred is also strictly regulated. Therefore please

refrain from going outside Nagasaki Prefecture as much as possible.

For now, all lectures will be conducted online. However, first year seminar for freshmen
will meet once face to face in order to allow students to begin forming peer-support

communities to mitigate feelings of isolation.

In addition, for students who are in the second year or above and absolutely need to

conduct experiments, practical training, etc., you will need to take an online lecture on
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infection control education, stay in Nagasaki for more than 2 weeks, and be healthy with
a health confirmation sheet. Participation in experiments and practical training is

permitted, provided that you can confirm the above.

The situation may change from moment to moment, so please pay careful attention to
“my announcements” on LACS for lecture-related matters, and to NU-Web bulletin
boards and the homepage for student life in general, as well as emails from your
department. Now, in this situation, with all of our students, I want to think positively

and to act calmly.

I am planning to send my message of optimism as <Nagasaki University President
Shigeru Kouno's Monday Communication> every Monday for a while. The purpose is to
convey how to live and learn as a student at Nagasaki University, even in such a
situation as this, which is referred to as a national disaster. Especially because we are

living in such a time, I want you to think positively.

Many students may be very anxious and worried. We, faculty and staff, will do our
absolute best to support you. Don't worry too much. Let’s refrain from going out, and

keep calm. Please read my messages on Mondays, and be positive.

If anyone wants to convey their positive, constructive opinion to me, please post it to the
president's guide box at

https://suggbox.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/login.php

I will be sure to read through, and to answer all constructive comments.

President Shigeru Kohno
Nagasaki University
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