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Issue7 “ The hint is close by “
November 23, 2020

[The hint is close by]

Concern about the third wave of the coronavirus is spreading. First and foremost, we must all
remain vigilant in taking the essential precautions. Let us avoid the “three C’s” (closed

spaces, crowds, and close contact), and regularly wash our hands.

The latest unofficial reports project that the decline in employment rates for next spring’s
graduates will be the sharpest since the Great Recession caused by the Lehman Shock.
https://www.asahi.com/articles/ ASNCK4CR3NCJULFA030.html

To our third and fourth-year students, please know that I understand the deep anxiety you
must be feeling. I encourage you to freely consult with our career counselors. Do not hesitate
and please do not keep your worries inside.

https://www.career.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/

We are now living under the constant threat of coronavirus, but I would like to take this
opportunity to step back and look ahead. It won’t do for us to just hang our heads and
surrender to fear. In this mail I want to set our sights positively towards the future. In last
month’s message, I promised that I would summarize current proposals concerning how

Nagasaki University can work productively in a post-coronavirus society.

These proposals are the product of the Nagasaki Summit held on November 4 between
Nagasaki Governor Nakamura, and key Nagasaki business leaders, and were consolidated by
the Nagasaki University Coronavirus Task Force, composed of Nagasaki University
Professors from a wide range of fields.

http://www.nagasaki-
u.ac.jp/ja/about/info/news/include/file/article/images/2020/11/Proposal2020.pdf

Encompassing a comprehensive range of perspectives and fields, the multilateral
consultations yielded the set of key issues and measures contained in these proposals. To sum

up the proposals in a few words, we might call them survival tips for the future.
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Given the holistic approach of these consultations, it’s safe to say that all students, regardless
of their major, will find something related to their field of study. Therefore it is my hope that

you will find some useful hints for your own future.

In these challenging times we are apt to be bombarded by bad news when we watch television
or go online, but I feel confident that reading these proposals will help make you a smarter,

better student.

In formulating proposals of this kind, it is necessary to have a grasp of past and present
realities, an understanding of the background and future trends of events, and foresight

towards the future. In other words, it is necessary to have “insight.”

Developing insight requires sustained intellectual endeavor. Given that the university is an
institutional hub of such intellectual endeavor, none of us who are active in the university

community can shirk the necessary effort to acquire insight

I think the announcement of this recommendation is also a good opportunity for you. You will
be the generation that will lead the way in the post-corona era. How should we live? We need

a hint.

Tips for living are already close by. You can find them in words from friends at the university,
lectures by teachers, lectures and proposals from various organizations at the university, and

other educated proposals... such as this email.

It is important to approach them with an open mind, regardless of your own beliefs. Why did
your friend do that? Why did the teacher choose that theme? Why is that study group planning

that? What is the recommendation useful for?

We are busy every day because of our busy part-time jobs, keeping up attendance at lectures,

club activities, and so on.

Before criticizing an idea, saying, "['m busy, I don't have time to do that. It's useless to read
anyway," please open your mind and speculate on what kind of thinking led to this idea, and

ponder it. By doing so, you may discover new facts and get life-changing clues.
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Your own ideas may arise and give birth to new discoveries that you have never thought of

before. That could connect to work. It could be a hint about how to work.

Nagasaki University can probably give you various tips about how to survive during Corona

and make a leap forward in the Post-Corona era.

These hints are likely to be all around you. This is because Nagasaki University has recovered
from crises over and over again. Each time, the students (who are our seniors) at that time

lived positively without giving up.

There are always some good tips around you. Let's set up antennas to notice them. Take care

of your physical condition and let’s all do our best.

P.S. Today is Labor Thanksgiving Day. I would like to say "thank you" to all the people who

work. As a student, I would like you to think about the meaning of working.

Shigeru Kohno

President, Nagasaki University

The English translations of my messages so far have been uploaded to the link below.

Please share them with international students.
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