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Hello. This is Shigeru Kohno of Nagasaki University.

Today is the beginning of February.

With the spread of the new coronavirus infection, our future is still clouded by uncertainty.
However, even under these difficult circumstances, [ would like you to stay calm and focus on

what is ahead of you.

In western countries, young people seem to be getting desperate, holding mass

demonstrations that violate health guidelines.

http://a07.hm-f.jp/cc.php?t=M760616&c=23867&d=2835

I understand how they are feeling. I understand that they feel a sense of stagnation and that
they are desperately seeking ways to release their energy. They are in a constrained situation.
When we compare these western young people with Japanese counterparts, they are well-
behaved. This is just amazing. They are maintaining control over the situations and problems
facing them, and they are carefully looking at their future without any desperation. I strongly
believe that by staying calm, we will be able to see and set our goals and purposes. Being
desperate may provide a brief sense of relief, but nothing will come from it. Remember process

counts and experience counts.

On January 22, 2021, the United Nations brought the Nuclear Weapons Convention into
force. This treaty bans the development of nuclear weapons, their possession and use. The
treaty also prohibits the threat of "using" the weapons. The ratification of the treaty was not
obtained from the nuclear weapon states, or the states that depend on the nuclear dynamics
(These are the world’s leading superpowers and leading industrialized countries), but 50
countries and regions ratified the treaty, and it came into effect. Last December Benin ratified
the treaty, and it is expected to become the 51 country to sign the treaty in March. I think
that it is groundbreaking for the UN to pass and put into effect a resolution that does not
conform to the wishes of such leading countries. The treaty, in a sense, encourages restraint
in the development and possession of the nuclear weapons. It is my understanding that
restraint brings us closer to the ideal situation in which we can realize world peace. The
purpose of the treaty is to establish the foundation for world peace. In past wars, nuclear
weapons were used, and now we are facing nuclear-power-related problems. These may have

occurred from our failure to restrain ourselves. Consider then the great significance of this


http://a07.hm-f.jp/cc.php?t=M760616&c=23867&d=2835

English follows Japanese.

treaty.

Unfortunately, Japan has not ratified this treaty, and the government has stated that it has no
plans to do so for the foreseeable future. As the only country in the world to have experienced
the atomic bombing, there are voices that question their behavior and attitude toward
abolishing nuclear weapons at home and abroad. From what has been reported, I gather that
domestic and international efforts to ratify the treaty will continue, but it seems unlikely that

the current situation will change anytime soon.

Nagasaki University has an organization called Research Center for Nuclear Weapons
Abolition (RECNA).
http://a07.hm-f.jp/cc.php?t=M760617&c=23867&d=2835

It is in the building near the swimming pool, which is close to the main gate of the university.
Stop by when you have a chance and learn about RECNA. This organization keeps sending
out messages that the treaty will not bring about a gap or a conflict between signatory
countries and non- signatory countries. RECNA also strongly claims that it is important for
Japan to take the lead in creating a forum for discussion about denuclearization and possible

steps for it.

As is described above, the proposed NWC bans the development of nuclear weapons, their
possession and use, but it also stipulates a commitment to supporting the victims of nuclear

weapons and cleanup of environmental pollution caused by nuclear weapons.

Regarding nuclear-related issues, Nagasaki University is a unique university. The university
has gained experience and knowledge about the issues through the Chernobyl nuclear power
plant accident and the TEPCO Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident, not to
mention the atomic bombing. Nagasaki University has various resources for providing
adequate guidelines for the assessment of nuclear related issues. I am hoping that you will

take opportunities to think much about the nuclear related issues and RECNA’s work on them.

Many experts have pointed out that the battle against Corona will be a long one. At the present
time nobody knows if it will be another year, two years, or more. In this situation, you might
think that the current situation is not self-controllable. Even in this situation, please do not
feel desperate. We are on your side and we are available to support and guide you toward your

accomplishments. I believe that individual self-control and patience will lead to the end of the
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pandemic and a world without nuclear weapons.

I believe in you. Be patient and have a strong will to conquer the problems facing us today.

The English translations of my messages so far have been posted at the following links.

Share the link with international students.

https://nudrive.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/public/ej8sgAHKecQA1LgBjch3LYqv9rc T6QpGLLi3kD9n_YAt
¥R 7 — F : President_message2021



https://nudrive.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/public/ej8sgAHKecQA1LgBjch3LYqv9rcT6QpGLLi3kD9n_YAt
https://nudrive.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/public/ej8sgAHKecQA1LgBjch3LYqv9rcT6QpGLLi3kD9n_YAt

