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Issuell 10 years ago on that day, where were you---?*

March 11, 2021

Hello evereryone!

This is Shigero Kono of Nagasaki University!

Today is March 11.

Do you remember what you were doing on that day 10 years ago? [ was serving as Director
of Nagasaki University Hospital. At 3 p.m. I turned on the television in my office, and I saw
those unforgettable scenes.

“This is going to have horrific consequences:--”

After I murmured those words, I remember I called an emergency staff meeting to see what

could be done.

A tumultuous year followed.

With all my heart I wanted to do something to help the disaster victims. If you visit the link
below, you can read the full details of the leadership shown by many Nagasaki University

personnel.

Great East Japan Earthquake Medical Support Initiative Report (Nagasaki University
Hospital)
http://www. mh. nagasaki-u. ac. jp/iryoushien/houkokusyu. pdf

Today, March 11, ten years have passed since the Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami and the

Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster

Many of you students were still in elementary school then, and all you remember is that there
was a terrible disaster. However, some of you may have personally suffered terrible damages

and may still carry the psychological scars from the experience.


http://www.mh.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/iryoushien/houkokusyu.pdf
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The combined devastation wrought by the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster was
unparalleled in the annals of history, and is etched in the memories of the people of Tohoku

and of everyone throughout the entire world.

Among the areas severely damaged was Hamadori, a region in Fukushima Prefecture located
along the coast of the Pacific Ocean. Right after the disaster, Nagasaki University undertook
intensive recovery efforts in the towns and villages of Hamadori. Nagasaki was well-suited to
offer assistance in a nuclear disaster given our unique history and extensive research on

illnesses caused by nuclear radiation.

As the world’s only University School of Medicine with a specialty in the treatment of
radiation poisoning, and given our experience in treating victims of the Chernobyl disaster,

we had a unique mission to aid in the Fukushima recovery efforts.

For example, numerous experts in the treatment of radiation poisoning from Nagasaki

University have provided long-term onsite risk-assessment in Fukushima

In the immediate aftermath of the disaster, Fukushima Prefectural School of Medicine’s
response was marred by volatility and lack of information. However, specialists from Nagasaki
University worked with personnel from Fukushima University to provide expertise and

training in measuring radiation levels.

As a result, those involved said, “That information session convinced us to join forces.”
Working together we were able to prevent the collapse of Fukushima Prefecture’s medical

care system.

Since that time, Nagasaki University has continuously worked alongside the citizens of
Fukushima providing vital support. Nagasaki University faculty members have actually lived
in Kawauchi Village, joining in village life and helping them manage the ongoing recovery.
Town Hall staff spread news of their work by word of mouth, and requests came to extend
their recovery support to the towns of Tomioka and Okuma. As a result, the support efforts
were expanded and combined into a Comprehensive Cooperative Agreement. I believe the
reason this vital hands-on support on the ground has continued for 10 years is that Nagasaki
University’s long involvement with the treatment of atomic bomb victims gives them a deep

and unique understanding of their feelings.
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I myself paid a visit to Hamadori last July to formalize the Cooperative Agreement with
Okuma. Each time I crossed the border into a different town, I witnessed a different scene.
Because the lifting of the emergency evacuation order has proceeded in stages, there are stark
differences between neighboring towns, with some just starting recovery efforts, and others
still unable even to begin. These gaps in progress means that if will surely take many years for
all of Hamadori to completely recover. Going forward we are continuously assessing what is
necessary and taking an active role in the recovery. The needs are not confined to medical
support. At this time faculty and staff from the schools of Dentistry, Education and various

other faculties are actively joining in the recovery efforts.

For further details visit the Building Fukushima’s Future Research Center:

Building Fukushima’s Future Research Center HP:
http://www. nagasaki-u. ac. jp/ja/fukushima/

Also, we've produced a special issue of Nagasaki University Choho that documents the 10

years of progress in the Fukuhima Recovery support.

I strongly encourage you to take this opportunity to learn more about the Fukushima recovery

effort, and consider how you can make your own contribution to that effort.

Nagasaki University Choho Bulletin Special Isssue URL:
http://www. nagasaki-u. ac. jp/ja/about/info/publicity/

Right now, so many people are struggling to cope with the ongoing Novel Coronavirus
pandemic, and so it’s even more important to reflect on the events of 10 years ago. I too intend
to look back and quietly reflect on how I can bring the lessons of that time to bear on helping

those struggling in the current crisis.

To access English translations of all of my previous President’s e-mails, please visit the
following link. Please share them with exchange students.
http://a07.hm-f.jp/cc.php?t=M774204&c=23867&d=2835
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