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Hello. This is Shigeru Kohno, President of Nagasaki University.
This month's Monday newsletter is brought to you by FUKAURA Atsuyuki, Dean of Faculty of

Economics.

Horror of Poverty - Syugoro Yamamoto and United Nations -

FUKAURA Atsuyuki, Dean of Faculty of Economics.

First, please read the following two sentences.

“It may be impossible to eliminate an immorality and evilness. However, if we can find reason
to believe the cause of them to lie much deeper in the poverty and ignorance, we have to keep

making effort to remove the poverty and ignorance.”

“We recognize that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme
poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable

development.”

The first one is quoted from the Syugoro Yamamoto’s novel Akahige Shinryotan (Tale of
Doctor Akahige) over 50 years ago.

You can easily understand this clarifies the many problems we are now confronting and I
believe that it shows our social mission very clearly.

The latter came from the preface of Introduction to the sustainable development goals, and it
states the basic principle of SDGs. You should know these two citations are almost identical.
Both focus on a poverty.Needless to say, a poverty means the financial distress (=lack of
money). If you don’t have enough money, you may lose access to the substantial opportunities
for making a living, such as, work place, medical services, primary education etc., and worse
more, if badgered into a corner, you may attack, robber the others to survive.Stated differently,
poverty does not mean only the lack of money, it leads more of curse, i.e., the destruction of
society. Both of two, Yamamoto and United Nations, are sounding the alarm. They convey the

true horror of poverty.

Fortunately, in Japan, average living standard of needy family is wealthier than the middle-
income group of the poorest countries in Africa. In facts, we can enjoy the chocolate-sweets
very easily and cheaply, then it is a little difficult to imagine a reality of an eradicating poverty.
But, most of cacao beans are produced and cultivated by many workers in Africa, most of

whom are least paid and younger than 15year old, as it is called a child labor. These warn us
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the danger that we overlook the important facts, if we simply act according to our own values

at all times.

Under the contagion of COVID-19 our daily life has drastically changed. But remember, all
over the glove, many people have been living a brutal life and have to continue such a harsh
day, even if not under the COVID-19. On the other hand, we are definitely fortunate even in

the With-Corona society.

COVID-19 is a disaster, but it is bonanza too. All we have to do is take advantage of this rare

opportunity to reconsider our luckiness and, more importantly, must-do’s for everyone.



