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Hello. This is Shigeru Kohno, President of Nagasaki University.
This month's Monday newsletter is brought to you by Hiroshi Murata, Dean of School of

Dentistry.

Discovery from the corona disaster

Dean (School of Dentistry)
Hiroshi Murata, D.D.S., Ph.D

Almost three years have passed since the global pandemic of the new coronavirus infection.
Many people have been victims of the new coronavirus infection during this time.

All of the students have had a very stressful day due to various infection control measures and
movement restrictions. It seems that the 7th wave is converging, but there seems to be a report

predicting the arrival of the 8th wave around January next year.

I think everyone's life has changed completely due to the arrival of the corona misfortune.

At first, the lectures were mainly online, and I think that the students were confused by the
unfamiliar classes. We teachers (maybe just me) are unfamiliar with the online lecture system,
and we may have caused some trouble for the students.

For example, it was difficult to understand the reaction of the students, so it was difficult to
have a discussion without some creative ideas. However, I am sure that you have also realized
the benefits of online lectures. Lecture slides can also be viewed on your own computer, so you
won't find it difficult to see the slides, and you'll be able to relax while listening to the lecture.
Also, there are no restrictions on travel time for professors from other universities, so I think it
has become easier to attend lectures by the professors. In the future, we will make effective use

of both face-to-face classes and online classes.

In the hospital training of the students, I think that they were able to reaffirm the importance
of infection protection and experience the reality of it.

For example, in dental treatment, the operator is constantly exposed to aerosols containing the
patient's saliva, and infection prevention measures have become more thorough than ever
before. I also wore an N95 mask, a surgical mask, a gown, a cap, etc.

during the treatment in accordance with the hospital's infection prevention measures, but it
was physically tougher than usual, especially on hot summer days. However, I was reminded
once again that the medical staff who are treating patients with corona infection are working
harder physically and mentally than this. We also learned from this corona misfortune to

protect against infection, which is the basis of medical care.
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The other day, when [ was flipping through a collection of sayings by the German poet and
writer Goethe, which I read about 40 years ago when [ was a student, the following words

caught my eye.

By those who themselves more bravely have foughtA hero's praise will be joyfully told.
The worth of man can only be taught By those who have suffered both heat and cold.
(West-?stlicher Divan) (Translated by Kenji Takahashi)

We are just fighting the corona misfortune, and we are suffering.
However, through this experience, you will know and gain valuable things that you have not

noticed before. This is what we expect from the students of Nagasaki University.



