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Hello. This is Shigeru Kohno, President of Nagasaki University.
This month's Monday newsletter is brought to you by Hiroshi Matsuda, Dean of the Graduate

School of Engineering.

Who owns the infrastructures and who is responsible for them?

Hiroshi Matsuda

Dean of the Graduate School of Engineering,

Infrastructure is a major project necessary for people to lead a humane life.

It is not something that is done because economic power has improved, but because it
improves economic power, and it is something that takes a great deal of money, the
participation of many people, and a long period of time to make it a reality.”

How the infrastructure is maintained will determine the future course of the people.

IMF has also stated that increased investment in public infrastructure is one of the few
remaining policy measures to promote growth. I would like to reiterate the importance of

infrastructure.

@®Infrastructures Lifetime-Extending Maintenance Research Center

In 2006, we established the Infrastructures Lifetime-Extending Maintenance Research Cente,
Faculty of Engineering, Nagasaki University.

[ was often asked, "How could you establish a center for "infrastructure” in such an era? At that
time, under the Koizumi administration, which adopted a small-government policy based on
neoliberal economics, the Japan Post privatization banner, the privatization of the Japan
Highway Public Corporation, and the shift of road specific revenue sources to general revenue
sources were implemented, and public works was drastically reduced from 11.8 trillion yen in
2001 to 7.8 trillion yen in 2006.

According to the minutes of the faculty meeting, "The Center is a virtual center with no people,
goods, places, or money, and we hope to acquire external funding and make it function as a
substantial center."

The mission of the center was to form an education and research center on infrastructure
lifetime-extending, and in order to achieve substantial center operations of the center in the

Faculty of Engineering, the center first began working to obtain external funding.
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O MICHIMORI Training Course

The Road Defender (MICHIMORI) Training Course was started in 2008 with the support of
the "Special Coordination Funds for Promoting Science and Technology" from the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, before the inspection and diagnosis of
infrastructure structures and their life extension became an urgent issue.

Nagasaki Prefecture, which promotes tourism, has tourism resources such as "Heritage of the
Industrial Revolution in Meiji Japan" and "Churches and Christian Heritage in Nagasaki"
scattered across peninsulas and remote islands, and many infrastructure structures such as
roads, crossing bridges, and ports connecting them are deteriorating.

On the other hand, the prefecture's budget is severely strained, and looking 50 to 100 years
into the future, there are serious difficulties in terms of costs and human resources for
maintenance and management of infrastructure structures.

Under these circumstances, we have decided to collaborate with Nagasaki Prefecture to train
road maintenance specialists of various technical levels for the maintenance management and
life extension of road infrastructure, which is the foundation of "town revitalization" .

In this way, the Michimori course system has been established to contribute to the promotion
of tourism-oriented prefectures, as well as promote new infrastructure maintenance and
management techniques, and support the revitalization and vitalization of local communities.
In 2014, the Michimori trained at Nagasaki University were registered by the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism as a private qualification to ensure the maintenance,
management and renewal of social infrastructure, and the qualifications of Michimori are now
incorporated into the evaluation of engineers assigned to Nagasaki Prefecture and in the
general evaluation bidding system for work by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport

and Tourism.

@ High-quality infrastructure development enriches people's lives

In my lecture, I often quoted a passage from "The Story of the Roman People X" by Ms.
Nanami Shiono:“Infrastructure is a major project necessary for people to lead a humane life. It
is not something that is done because economic power has improved, but because it improves
economic power, and it is something that takes a great deal of money, the participation of
many people, and a long period of time to make it a reality.”

Even in Germany, which has a well-developed autobahn, Chancellor Merkel and her colleagues
included "quality transport infrastructure" in their policy in the 2013 three-party coalition
government agreement.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has also stated that increased investment in public

infrastructure is one of the few remaining policy measures to promote growth.
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In the U.S., the American Jobs Plan includes a commitment to "build high-standard roads,
replace bridges, and improve ports, airports, and public transportation systems.

In Japan, the Strategy for the Revitalization of Japan - Japan is Back - calls for the
"construction of a world-leading next-generation infrastructure that is safe, convenient, and
economical.

The importance of infrastructure must be widely agreed upon not only by those involved in
construction projects, but also by the general public.

In Japan, an ancient road called "Shichidou Ekiro" was built as far back as the Ritsuryo period.
The monk Gyoki, who built the Great Buddha of Nara, also built bridges where there were
none.

In those days, in addition to the taxation system of levying taxes; So, Yo and ch?, there was also
a system of labor called "Z?y?".

The gene of such labor seems to be connected to "Michimori".



